26 October 2006

Issue 2.0

Appendix
This will be a very brief appendix which can be used in conjunction with the Don’t Panic guide.  The intention is to capture a number of the common queries which have arisen since the first document was produced.  This includes things like the new SportIdent equipment purchased for the WEE Series, and also the new version of the software used to stage an event (OE2003 instead of OE2001).

This appendix is arranged in bullet format, with the intention that you can easily find any of the information you are searching for.  Fancy diagrams might (and it’s a big might) be added at a later date when I get time.
TimeMaster Unit

This unit looks like one of the new SI boxes.  However, the digital display is on the front of the unit rather than the back, and it should also NOT be attached to one of the plastic stakes.  There is also a sticker on it stating ‘Master’.

This unit is used to synchronise the real clock time on all of the SI stations.  You should not need to reprogram the time master unit.  It is currently programmed as a backup finish unit, and can be used as such in an emergency.  It should not be put out in the forest as a normal control.

Synchronising the time on the new style units

Use the ‘purple on/off’ dibber which should be attached to a key ring with the magnet and induction coil to switch on the timemaster unit.  The key ring should stay in the computer bag.  Dibbing the ‘on/off key’ into the timemaster unit once will cause it to switch on as a finish unit (FIN 20 displays on the screen).  Dib it a second time in quick succession and the screen should now say ‘MSTR’ and you are ready to synchronise the other units.

Put the induction coil into the timemaster hole, and then put the other end of the induction coil into one of the new SI units.  There is no need to switch the new unit on with the magnet, since it is always in a standby mode.  After a couple of seconds, the SI unit should beep a couple of times, and the time is now synchronised with the time master unit.  If you really want to, you can check the time being displayed on the back of the SI station, but this is sometimes akward due to being attached to the plastic stake.  If you want to save the battery of the SI station, you can now switch the SI station (not the timemaster) off by dibbing the on/off dibber into it once.  Repeating this process for all of the units should take less than 5 minutes in total, and should be carried out as close to the date of the event as possible.
Synchronising the old style units
If the old SI station has already been programmed in competition mode (e.g. to come on at 9am on Saturday morning), then it is effectively in standby mode, and acts the same as the new units. 

The only difference here is if the old style units are being used in training mode.  If this is the case, they need to be activated with the magnet before the timemaster can be used to synchronise the time. 

Automatic dibber registration using the archive
The archive file on both laptops stores a full list of all the NIOA members and their dibber numbers.  This list is updated at the start of each year to take account of the new age classes, and also periodically if there is a large number of new dibbers to be entered.

If you want to use automatic dibber registration, you need to open the Entries -> Direct Entries screen in OE2003.  You then need to ensure that you have selected Archive -> Show Archive Table.  If you close the archive popup, then dibber registration will not work.  You can resize the two screens to be more conveniently placed on the screen if required.  You also need to ensure that the ‘large circle’ at the bottom of the screen is green and not red.  If it is red, you should click on the small green circle at the top of the screen.  This means that whenever anyone dibs in the red master unit, it is the ‘direct entries’ screen which will read the information.

It is only possible for one of the OE2003 screens to have the large circle green at any one time.  This means that you can only have one of either the ‘registration’ or ‘download’ screens reading from the red master station at one time.  If there are any problems, simply close all the popup windows, and return to the main OE2003 screen and start again.

Note – the automatic dibber registration will NOT work from the Entries -> Entries screen.

Please send any details of new dibbers not recognised by the archive to Declan McGrellis for inclusion in the next release of the archive.

Club laptops

There are now two complete sets of laptop/printer equipment owned by the club.  The laptops are named ‘bonnie’ and ‘clyde’ in order to easily distinguish them.  The printer associated with bonnie is called ‘brightstar’, and the printer with clyde is called ‘clearday’.  Each laptop has (i) a red master station, (ii) printer cable and (iii) set of on/off dibber, induction coil and magnet with it.  Please do not mix these up.

In addition, there is one timemaster unit which has to be shared between the laptops.  You can put on an event without the timemaster, but it is more convenient to have it.

Also, there is a networking cable (yellow) which should stay with clyde.  The laptops and printers should be returned to Declan McGrellis.

Getting the printer to work

Since we now have 2 laptops and 2 printers there are a multitude of combinations for sending documents to a printer from a laptop.  Normally bonnie will use brightstar, and clyde will use clearday and there should be no problem.  If the printer does not seem to be working, you should first check that the correct print driver is being used.  Do not change any of the settings for any of the print drivers.  Simply select the appropriate driver from the drop down list in the print screen.  Thus if you want to print A5 onto clearday from bonnie, select ‘clearday – A5’ in the dropdown list on bonnie.

The only other complication with printing is if the two laptops are networked with the yellow cable.  Thus if printer clearday was connected to clyde, and bonnie connected to clyde also, and you want to print from bonnie, then you would select ‘Auto clearday on bonnie – A5’ from the dropdown list on clyde.  But don’t worry about this unduely since it is rarely used.
Personalising the result slip message

If you want to put a personalised message at the bottome of the results slip then you need to open the ‘Layout Manager’ application.  Either click on the icon which exists on the desktop, or select ‘Start -> Sports Software -> Layout Manager’.  Then click on ‘File -> Open’.  Select the file which says ‘A5 Results slip – with personalised message’.   Then simply change the message that you want to put on the bottom of the page.  Do not change anything above the line in the middle of the page!  Save the changes, and close Layout Manager.

On the day, when people are downloading, you will open OE2003, and select ‘competition day -> Read SI cards’.  Ensure that the popup screen which appears is correctly configured with the correct printer and that the results slip says ‘A5 Results slip – with personalised message’. If you have not had time to update the message, you can always select ‘A5 Results slip – do not modify’.  This results page has no message at the bottom, and is suitable for any event.

Networking the two laptops

If you want to use the two laptops together at a single event it is very simple.  Designate one of the laptops as the master, e.g. bonnie.  You must create the event in the normal way on the master laptop, ie. bonnie.  Then connect the two laptops together using the yellow cable which is kept with clyde.  Open OE2003 on the backup (ie. clyde) laptop.  Select  ‘Settings - > LAN’ from the menu.  DO NOT CHANGE ANY OF VALUES IN THIS SCREEN.  Simply tick the box to say ‘use external data’.  That’s it !!!  Simply go to ‘File -> Open’ and select the appropriate event from the list.  This is the list of events which exist on the master (bonnie), and not on the local machine.

You should be aware that once the yellow cable is removed, none of the data will be stored on the backup (clyde) laptop.  All data is stored only on the one laptop, and both machines read from this single source. 
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