Guidelines for Participants with Disabilities.
9.1.
Children or young people with disabilities should have the same rights and opportunities as others involved in sport to have fun and be safe. Their particular vulnerability to abuse or neglect requires Lagan Valley Orienteers to take additional steps to safeguard them.  Information relating to club policies and procedures should be fully accessible to children and young people with communication difficulties.  

9.2.
Lagan Valley Orienteers recognise the additional vulnerability of some members and the extra difficulties they may face when seeking help, i.e.

	· Dependency due to disability may make some persons feel powerless.

	· On occasions possible limited ability to communicate their feelings.

	· A negative self image can make children and others vulnerable to manipulation.


9.3.
To address this vulnerability coaches shall seek guidance from the Designated Person in the first instance on working with children and others with a disability from external agencies, parents/guardians and the persons themselves. Specialist training or advice shall be sought by the Designated Person as required.
9.4.
When transporting child with disabilities, the vehicles used should meet the needs of the children and be roadworthy. Appropriate and trained escorts should be in attendance in the vehicle.

9.5.
When children with disabilities are lifted or manually supported, the individual child shall be treated with dignity and respect. Relevant health and safety guidelines must be followed to ensure the safety of the child and those assisting. It is recommended that those assisting receive appropriate training.

9.6.
It may sometimes be necessary for staff or volunteers to do things of a personal nature for children, particularly if they are young or are disabled. These tasks shall only be carried out with the full understanding and consent of parents and the players involved. There is a need to be responsive to a person’s reactions. If a person is fully dependent on you, talk with him/her about what you are doing and give choices where possible. This is particularly so if you are involved in any dressing or undressing of outer clothing, or where there is physical contact, lifting or assisting a child to carry out particular activities. 
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