	Section 2 - Orienteering Ethos


2.1.
In Scandinavia (where the sport began) a promotion motto states “Orienteering – a way of living”.  The sport sees itself as more than a recreational activity; it is a means for personal and social development; it promotes self confidence, self reliance and an adventurous spirit; it values closeness to and low and temporary impact on the environment; it is a club and family sport with different generations participating together from the age of under 8 to over 80’s!  Of particular note:

	· Supervision during participation is normally ‘remote’ thereby encouraging self-reliance.

	· Adults and children compete at events in the same forest at the same time.

	· Boundaries of the competition area are normally unmarked on the ground requiring responsible judgement by competitors young and old. However children and novices are directed to participate on courses suitable for their age and ability.

	· The remote settings in which events are staged rarely offer facilities in which to change or wash after activity.

	· It is a competitive sport which is conducted in a variety of weather conditions throughout the year in rough sometimes exposed terrain. To choose to participate means acceptance of the associated risks present in the environment and terrain.

	· Children are encouraged to participate in pairs progressing then to independent participation.


2.2.
These are historical features within Orienteering which are intrinsically part of its culture and ethos. Some of these seem to leave the sport of Orienteering vulnerable to accusations that the conduct of the sport compromises the Duty of Care expressed in this Child and Vulnerable Persons Policy.  Having considered all the factors described above, Lagan Valley Orienteers, on behalf of the sport of Orienteering, is fully committed to ensuring that children and vulnerable adults can participate in the sport within safe and protecting arrangements expressed in this Policy document. These arrangements will help reduce any opportunity for those who may want to harm children (or others) from manipulating situations that are part of the ethos of the sport (see Risk Assessment).  

2.3.  This ethos is vital to the inherent characteristics of orienteering and serves to explain the context within which Lagan Valley Orienteers exists and operates.
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