	Preface – Policy Statement



	This policy is solely about protection from abuse and applies to all those involved in Lagan Valley Orienteers, the club committee, coaches, parents, young people and other club members.  Separate procedures and guidelines promote safety during orienteering events.  The full policy and guidelines are available from the Designated Person or Club Secretary.


(i)
Lagan Valley Orienteers are committed to good practice, which promotes the safety, welfare of children and vulnerable persons and protects them from harm whilst in our care.  We wish to encourage their participation in our club by creating a culture of enjoyment, an atmosphere of fair play and a safe environment in which they can have fun and feel valued.  We also recognise that the self-confidence and self-reliance required in orienteering are important personal qualities which, when well developed, provide children with added protection and preparation for coping with the environment in which they live.

(ii)
Lagan Valley Orienteers recognise our duty of care
 to safeguard children in our trust from harm and that all children have a right to protection.  The situations in which this duty of care applies are: (and described further in Section 1):

	Normal Events
	Training Day
	Extended Trips

	· Child most likely to travel with parents therefore responsibility for care remains with them.

· Safety during the event is a Risk Assessment matter.
	· Child dropped off at training day.

· Responsibility for care with lead coach for period of training.
	Child with formed club trip for extended training or multi-day events.

Responsibility for care with lead coach for duration.


(iii)
We will ensure their safety and protection through adherence to this Child and Vulnerable Persons Protection and Welfare policy.  Accordingly, we recognise that our responsibility is to “protect children from abuse and bullying and to have policies and procedures in places to do so” .  Therefore, Lagan Valley Orienteers must ensure that:

	· The welfare of the child is paramount; 

	· All children, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin religious beliefs and/or sexual identity have the right to protection from abuse; 

	· All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately; 

	· All club members have a responsibility to report concerns to the Designated Officer;

	· Club members are able to make informed and confident responses to specific child and vulnerable persons protection and welfare issues.


(iv)
Lagan Valley Orienteers has procedures in place for dealing with any concern or allegation of abuse either within the club or externally including the reporting of concerns to statutory agencies.  This Child and Vulnerable Persons Protection and Welfare policy statement is to be available at club events to be read by any interested parties. A full version of the policy document is available from the Secretary or Designated Person.  The Designated Person will retain the Club Accident/Incident book or folder.

(v)
The name of the designated person shall be made known to young members, coaches and parents alike; as the person to whom concerns should be addressed n the first instance.  If the concern is about the designated person please report to the Club Chairperson.  However any individual has the right to contact Social Services or PSNI directly if they have a concern about a child’s safety. 
Club members are not trained to deal with situations of abuse or to decide if abuse has occurred so they shall refer the matter to the appropriate authority for further action.

(vi)
Useful contact details are:

The Designated Person within Lagan Valley Orienteers is:

	(( - Murray Cowan, 61 Hammond Farm, Hammond Road, Maghaberry, Co Antrim, BT28 2RY
	( - 07719 114546

( - murraycowan@gmail.com


The Alternate Designated Person within Lagan Valley Orienteers is:
	(( - Wilbert Hollinger, 51 Collin Road, Ballyclare, Co Antrim, BT39 9TF
	( - 028 9334 1042

( - wilbert@wrh51.wanadoo.co.uk


The Lagan Valley Orienteers Club Chairperson is:
	(( - Harry Bell, 30 Danesfort, Moira, Co Antrim, BT67 0SG
	( - 028 9261 2720

( - harry@thebellsmoira.eclipse.co.uk


	Eastern Health & Social Services – 028 9056 5444
	Newry and Mourne
	028 3083 5000

	PSNI CARE Unit

	028 9065 0222
	NSPCC Helpline
	0808 800 5000

	Childline 
	0800 1111
	Volunteer Development Agency
	028 9023 6100

	CPSU
	028 9035 1135
http://www.there4me.com/
	Coaching NI
	028 9068 6940

	BOF
	
	NIOA
	

	RIDDOR Incident Centre - 0845 300 9923 (8.30am – 5.00pm or http://www.riddor.gov.uk/

	POC


	Endorsed by Lagan Valley Orienteers Committee
	June 2005

(to be formally reviewed within 3 years)















































� This policy is informed by the Children (Northern Ireland) Order (1995) and aligns with similar policies of the British Orienteering Federation (BOF) and the Northern Ireland Orienteering Association (NIOA).


� Clubs have a duty in law not to harm or endanger anyone as a result of negligent acts or omissions in the performance of their activities.  Club responsibility is to consider the duty of care owed to participants, visitors and volunteers and to take such steps as may be necessary to comply with that duty of care.  Sport England Clubmark Resource Pack Section 2 refers.
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