	GLOSSARY OF DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY

	
	

	Abuse
	Physical, emotional or sexual harm or neglect due to the actions or inactions of another person.

	Abuse – 

Child Abuse
	Child abuse is any form of physical, emotional or sexual mistreatment or lack of care that leads to injury or harm. It commonly occurs within a relationship of trust or responsibility and is an abuse of power or a breach of trust. Abuse can happen to a child regardless of their age, gender, race or ability.

There are four main types of child abuse: physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse and neglect. The abuser may be a family member, or they may be someone the child encounters in residential care or in the community, including during sports and leisure activities. An individual may abuse or neglect a child directly, or may be responsible for abuse because they fail to prevent another person harming that child.

	Abuse –

Emotional abuse  (Children (NI) Order 1995)
	The persistent emotional ill treatment of a child, likely to cause severe and lasting adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve communicating to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only in terms of meeting the needs of another person. It may feature expectations of children that are not appropriate to their age or development. It may involve causing children to feel frightened or in danger by being constantly shouted at, threatened or taunted which may make the child very nervous and withdrawn. Ill treatment of children, whatever form it takes, will always features a degree of emotional abuse.

Examples of emotional abuse in sport include subjecting children to constant criticism, name-calling, and sarcasm or bullying. Putting them under consistent pressure to perform to unrealistically high standards is also a form of emotional abuse.

	Abuse –

Neglect (Children (NI) Order 1995)
	When adults fail to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, to an extent that is likely to result in serious impairment of the child’s health or development. For example, failing to provide adequate food, shelter and clothing, failing to protect a child from physical harm or danger, or failing to ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. Refusal to give children love, affection and attention can also be a form of neglect.

Examples of neglect in sport could include: not ensuring children are safe; exposing them to undue cold or heat, or exposing them to unnecessary risk of injury.

	Abuse –

Physical abuse  (Children (NI) Order 1995)
	Where adults physically hurt or injure children, including by hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning, biting, scalding, suffocating or drowning. This category of abuse can also include when a parent or carer reports non-existent symptoms of illness or deliberately causes ill health in a child they are looking after, as in Munchauser's syndrome by proxy.

Examples of physical abuse in sport may be when a child is forced into training and competition that exceeds the capacity of his or her immature and growing body; or where the child is given drugs to enhance performance or delay puberty.

	Abuse –

Sexual abuse  (Children (NI) Order 1995)
	When adults (male or female) use children to meet their own sexual needs. This could include: full sexual intercourse; masturbation; oral sex, anal intercourse; fondling. Showing children pornography (books, videos, pictures) or talking to them in a sexually explicit manner are also forms of sexual abuse.

In sport, coaching techniques which involve physical contact with children could potentially create situations where sexual abuse may go unnoticed. The power of the coach over young performers, if misused, may also lead to abusive situations developing.

	Abuse –

Institutional abuse
	when staff in a home or other institutions sacrifice the needs, wishes and lifestyle of a disabled child in favour of the institution's regime. For example, by showing lack of respect for a child's dignity or privacy, or denying them opportunity to make day-to-day choices or decisions about their life. An example in sport would be if coaches or volunteers followed their club's usual procedures where these conflicted with the rights and needs of a disabled child.

	Abuse –

Financial abuse
	deliberate misuse and exploitation of a disabled child's money or possessions. For example, if the child is not allowed to spend their money as they wish, or if someone takes it from them to spend on themselves.

	All reasonable steps
	In seeking to achieve recognised good practice standards in the protection of young and vulnerable people, the policy and related procedures take into account the relatively small scale nature of the sport and its heavy dependence on committed but often busy volunteers.

	Bullying
	Bullying can be psychological, verbal, or physical in nature. It involves an imbalance of power in which the powerful attack the powerless, and occurs over time rather than being a single act.

	Child
	A person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989)
.  Also ‘Young People’ in BOF policy.

	Child Protection Policy
	A policy is a governing principle of an organisation that requires all those connected with the organisation to provide a consistent response to a given situation.  A child protection policy outlines the organisation’s commitment to practice that protects children from harm.  It applies to everyone associated with your organisation
.

	Competitions, events & training
	Events is used as the term to mean competitions including various championship occasions.  Training refers to all routine activities

	Direct Discrimination
	the treatment of one person less favourably than another would be in similar circumstances

	Guideline
	Guidelines are advice on how something should be done.  The organisation’s child protection policy may contain guidelines on how the policy objectives should be upheld.

	Harassment
	actions or comments that cause persistent offence to a person or group.

	Indirect Discrimination
	the implementation of requirements or conditions, which, whilst applied equally to all, have the effect of putting some individuals or groups at a disadvantage, and cannot be objectively justified on the grounds of relevance to the proper performance of the activity involved

	POC Service
	Protection of Children Service is operated by the Department of Health Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS) to assist agencies in screening out unsuitable people when recruiting to positions with substantial access to children and to adults with learning difficulties.  Referred to as POC NI.

	Procedure
	A procedure is a way of performing a task or conducting activities.  Procedures are usually related to the implementation of a policy – the organisation’s child protection procedures will describe the practice to be followed to uphold the child protection policy.

	Shall
	The word ‘shall’ is to be treated as a command in all circumstances.

	Should
	The word ‘should’ is a recommendation which club members will endeavour to comply with.

	Stakeholder
	Groups of people who have some claim or interest in how you operate your business
.

	Victimisation
	The treatment of someone less favourably than others because s/he has taken action against LVO or individuals under one of the relevant acts (as previously outlined), or provided information about such discrimination.

	Vulnerable Person
	Included in the title in view of the increasing recognition that such people need to be provided with protection similar to that for young people.  Someone who, whether due to physical or mental disability, age or illness, is or may be unable to take care of him or herself, or is unable to protect him or herself against significant harm or exploitation.

	Workers
	Any individual, voluntary or paid, working within or on behalf of the BOF, or its affiliated associations (of which NIOA is one) and clubs {of which LVO is one}

	Young Person
	This has been chosen in preference to the more conventional ‘Child Protection’ to reflect the age range of young people in orienteering; few children under the age of 7 are involved in the sport separately from their parents and a 17 year old may not like being referred to as a child.















































� BOF Protecting Young and Vulnerable People Policy Statement dated January 2002.


� Getting it Right – Standards of Good Practice for Child Protection, page 3.


� Business Plans for Dummies, page 38.
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